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Rights statements on 3D models

In the Europeana ecosystem, every digital object needs to be accompanied by 
a rights statement.

Which rights statement should be applied to a 3D model?



 



Creative 
Commons 
Licenses

Creative Commons 
Public Domain Tools

Rights Statements

Standardised rights information



Standardised rights information

Is there copyright protection?

NO YES UNKNOWN



Choosing an accurate rights statement

Is it original, in the sense of being the author’s own intellectual 
creation?

Is it protected via 
neighbouring rights?

Has it entered the public 
domain?

No

Does the institution own 
the rights?

Yes

Yes

Risk management?

Can it be shared on the 
basis of an exception or 
limitation to copyright?

No

No

It can be made available online

No

Yes YesNo Yes



Are there rights on digital reproductions?

Casca 2, Photography- and Camera-Museum WestLicht, Vienna, In Copyright

Some organisations claim there 
is copyright in the 3D model, 
even if the underlying object 
might be in the public domain.

https://www.europeana.eu/en/item/1430/https___id_kulturpool_at_3ec6dd88_9871_47d3_96f5_6269d7316779_cho


Are there rights on digital reproductions?

Nud de femeie, Institutul Național Al Patrimoniulu, Romania, Public Domain

3D model

Also in the public 
domain, or is 

there new 
copyright?



About copyright protection

● Copyright protection is recognised on original works
● Copyright protection arises automatically
● No registration is needed
● No official organisation can decide whether copyright exists or not - only 

a judge, through a court case
● We have to make our own assessment - best guess based on law and 

case law



When is there copyright protection?

There is originality if sufficient creative choices are made that result in the 
work being the author’s own intellectual creation

Photograph of Marilyn Monroe Artwork by Andy Warhole



When is there copyright protection?

There is originality if sufficient creative choices are made that result in the 
work being the author’s own intellectual creation

Were creative choices 
made?

3D model



When is there copyright protection?

If creative choices drive the making of the 3D model - new copyright

If technical choices drive the making of the 3D model - no new copyright



3D Models and Rights Management report

https://pro.europeana.eu/post/3d-models-and-rights-management-report


93%
of their 3D digitisations are subject to copyright 

claims

while the underlying cultural heritage objects are 
overwhelmingly in the public domain



When is there copyright protection?

Even when they require significant time, expertise, and investment, 
non-original 3D models do not receive copyright protection. 
This exposes a certain irony for 3D heritage projects: 
the more someone invests in making a model accurate, the less likely it is to 
become the author’s own intellectual creation. 
By contrast, the more “original” the model, the less useful it becomes for study 
and other purposes that require reliable data and accuracy.

“

”



When is there copyright protection?

If technical choices drive the making of the 3D model - no new copyright

If creative choices drive the making of the 3D model - new copyright



Example of an exact replica

The underlying cultural heritage object is 
not subject to any copyright protection. It 
is in the public domain. 

The 3D model accurately depicts the work. 
In any case, the resulting model does not 
appear to be a new original work, in the 
sense that it would be the author’s own 
intellectual creation.

Chinese Porcelain Tulip Vase, The Hunt Museum, Limerick, Ireland, Public Domain

https://www.europeana.eu/en/item/181/share3d_1198


Example of a reconstruction

The 3D model has been made using pictorial, 
photographic and technical documentation, 
including a combination of an inventory of 
wooden structures with 3D scans of the 
market square. 

If this reconstruction is not uniquely based 
on scientific information but is the result of 
an author’s own intellectual creation, the data 
provider might be able to argue that the 3D 
model is subject to copyright protection.

The town of Krasnobród in the 1930s - 3D digital reconstruction, Ośrodek "Brama Grodzka - 
Teatr NN", CC BY

https://www.europeana.eu/en/item/814/https___biblioteka_teatrnn_pl_dlibra_publication_edition_139448_content


Reminder

If new copyright arises, the copyright belongs to you, and you can waive it or 
license it openly.



Are there rights on digital reproductions?

Works that are in the public domain in 
analogue form should continue to be 
in the public domain once they have 
been digitised

The choice of rights statements 
should reflect the public domain status 
of the underlying work.



View of Delft by Johannes Vermeer - Mauritshuis, Netherlands - Public Domain

https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0/legalcode
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0/legalcode

